
 

 
 

Dog Showing—Rules, Regulations and the Code of Conduct 
At some point or another we’ve all broken a dog show rule or two, whether it be a written one or one of 
the rules found in the new Code of Conduct. Dog showing can be stressful, and different aspects of it 
affect different people; emotions can run high and sometimes we all forget the basics. For every 
scenario at a show there are broad regulations setting standards, specific rules by which to manage 
situations and a code of conduct with expectations regarding the welfare of dogs and the safe-
guarding of individuals. 
The first recorded dog show was held in 1859 and, as with many dog shows since, a few people 
weren’t happy with the results. The Pointer judge was awarded Best Setter and the Setter judge won 
Best Pointer. By the time the larger Birmingham Dog Show Society (later becoming The National Dog 
Show Society and generally known as Birmingham National) held a show five months later the first 
rules were in place and an etiquette to showing was forming. 
The Royal Kennel Club (RKC) was established in 1873 with the purpose of having a consistent set of 
rules for governing the popular new activities of dog showing and field trials and in 1879 the first rules 
for fraudulent and discreditable conduct were introduced. Over the generations the rules and 
regulations have evolved as society and expectations have changed and along with it an etiquette of 
what our hobby feels is fair and acceptable. 

                                
Every licensed RKC event is governed by a set of rules and regulations and these apply equally to 
judges and exhibitors. They are updated yearly in January and sometimes additions are made during 
the year. Each July, The Royal Kennel Club Year Book, is published containing the rules and regulations 
for all canine disciplines. This is often referred to as The Red Book’ and also contains information 
regarding the RKC organisation and membership. The Show Regulations are contained within Section 
F and are available as a stand-alone publication from the RKC website. 
There is often a lot on social media about judges knowing the rules and regulations - and they should - 
but there is a duty on exhibitors to know them as well. A breach of the regulations can result in 
sanctions being made against you and/or your dog (Show Regs: F(1)3.4). As with all rules and 
regulations there are those who will say they never knew they existed but, every time we enter a show 
we are asked to sign (or at least tick a box) a ‘Declaration’ agreeing to comply with the rules and 
regulations. This means we accept that we are bound by them before, during and after the event we 
are entering and, these days that includes what we write on social media, and the belief that they only 
apply while judging is taking place or while you are showing is not true. 
Dog shows became fashionable in the Victorian era so from the very beginning there was an etiquette 
of how things should be done properly and this customary code of behaviour still prevails. Many 
notions of dog show etiquette have now been encapsulated within the newly introduced Code of 
Conduct. This document sets out expectations for all those taking part in or attending events under 



the RKC’s jurisdiction and aligns or in some cases overlaps with the rules and regulations. It has not 
been introduced to penalise or cause difficulty but is there for the protection of all of us, and 
particularly our dogs. 
The list below is not exhaustive but contains examples of the wide variety of areas covered in the 
Rules and Regulations, and the Code of Conduct: 
• An exhibitor (or competitor) whose dog is entered at a Kennel Club li-censed event should take all 
reasonable steps to ensure the needs of their dog(s) are met, and should not knowingly put their dogs’ 
health and welfare at risk by any action, default or omission or otherwise. A breach of this Regulation 
may be referred to the Board for disciplinary action under the Kennel Club Rules and Regulations. 
• Do not interfere with any dog whilst it is being judged. 
• Abusive or aggressive behaviour towards anyone at the show -including the judge, other 
participants, show management or other officials - will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
• Except when securely benched or caged all dogs must be on a lead for the duration of the show 
including in the exercising area, except when competing in the ring in an obedience class or agility 
test, or taking part in a demonstration. 
• Obstruction of gangways is prohibited. 
• An exhibitor must not enter or exhibit a dog under a judge which creates a conflict of interest 
between the dog, exhibitor and/or judge. 
• You are personally responsible for the content you publish on blogs or any other form of user-
generated content. Be mindful that what you publish will be public for a long time - protect your 
privacy. 
• Cages, pens, grooming tables and trolleys are not allowed at the ringside. 
• The owner, exhibitor, handler or other person in charge of a dog at Kennel Club licensed events must 
at all times ensure that the dog is kept under proper control whilst at the licensed venue, including it’s 
environs, car and caravan parks and approaches. This regulation applies before (at any time during 
the set up period at the venue), during the event and afterwards (at any time during the breakdown of 
the event). 
• No dog shall be allowed in a judging ring other than actual exhibits in the class being judged. 
• The attracting of the attention of exhibits by any method from outside the ring is prohibited. It is the 
duty of the judge, steward or show management noticing such attraction to ask that it cease. 
• Preparation of exhibits should generally take place on benches or in the area provided by the show 
society. 
 
Rules and regulations can often feel restrictive and unfathomable, but they were introduced to ensure 
shows run smoothly, fairly and safely so they are very necessary. The Code of Conduct aims to keep 
such rules and regulations relevant in our modern society and help protect dog showing for the future. 
Each year the rules and regulations will continue to evolve and be updated to ensure all RKC licensed 
events continue to conform to the modern requirements of safety and best practice. This means there 
is a duty on all of us involved with RKC events to be aware of the changes. 
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