Research Background JME

There are treatments available which can reduce the symptoms of JME, and some have
even stopped the symptoms completely with very carefully managed medication,
however there are cases which are more difficult to manage. As with many
medications, anti-epileptic drugs can cause some unfortunate side effects. For
example, some Rhodesian Ridgebacks have suffered with lethargy, anxiety, drowsiness,
loss of coordination and more. Itis important to monitor your dog when on any anti-
epileptic drugs. Vets in the UK are not all familiar with JME but Professor Andrea Fischer
or Nina Linqgvist are available to discuss treatments with your vet or yourself.

If you have any questions about JME or have any other health related questions please
do not hesitate to contact the club’s Breed Club Health Coordinator Kelly Millward.

As JME is a potentially fatal condition, it is highly recommended all Rhodesian
Ridgebacks to be used in a breeding program are tested. Knowing the JME status of a
Ridgeback you wish to breed from will help breeders to make sensible decisions and
fully inform potential puppy owners.

Breeding two clear dogs cannot produce any affected or carrier puppies.
Breeding a clear dog to a carrier dog cannot produce any affected puppies.

Therefore, a suitable carrier RR should not be ruled out of any breeding programmes.
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